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, " PNW CHAPTER TIMETABLE 

Friday 

lS,March " oJ . '  

" t:·: 

� 'REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING (Jrd Friday of each month ) " 
The PNW Chapter's ¥tarch meeting will, be held in the Burlington 

, Northern Safety Assembly Room. This is located about two city 
: blocks north of the intersection of N VI Hoyt Street with 11th 
: p,.vemie':: ' Jf more ,detailed directions are needed, "contact one 

" ' of the 'chapter ,officers, listeii inside the ,front cover of this­
issue. 

"' I . ',: ' 
A �hort business meeting will be followed by a refreshment 
break with goodies arranged for by Cora Jackson & company. . . " '. t 

L': " ; 'I , Donations, 1;.o"help offset the material costs of' this opera-

• •  L If· 

Sund!lY: 
20 MArch 

mid-day 

!I:' .. 

Friday 

15 April 

8 PM 

t�on will be welcomed by the "Jdtty". 

"Traction in Europe" is the topic of a slide show to be pre� 
,I,p, sented by,PNW Chapter member Elmer Mencer., 

, . " : . 
ROYAL HUDSON COMES TO PORTLAND 

The British Columbia, Government's Royal Hudson 4-6-4' Number, ' 
2860 will be passing through 'Portland enroute to Los Angeles, 
with a display train promoting tourism in'their province. The 
train will leave Seattle in the morning under its own power 
via BN and spend Sunday night at Portland's Union Station. On 
Monday, 21 March,the train will continue southward via SP run­
ning behfn;d diesel power. 

. : .' 

The April meeting will also be held in the BN Safety Assembly 
room. Program to be announced. Reserve the date now since 
this will be an early "third Friday". 
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PNI'I CHAPTER TO HOST 1978 NRHS CONVENTION 

The 1978 Convention of the National Railway Historical Society will be hosted 
by the Pacific Northwest Chapter over the Labor Day Weekend. The early announce­
ment is being made so that NRHS members in the Eastern United States can plan 
ahead. The '78 convention will be a "first" in that it will be a moving ex­
perience, traversing two states in the US and one province in Canada. Literally, 
it will "b�g:Dn in one city and conclude in another country". 

Thursday's. activities will include a trip on The Dalles Dam railroad plus a 
tour of the hydro-electric facility. Transportation from Portland will be via 
Amtrak up the Columbia Gorge. 

On Friday, the conventioneers vnll.travel to Cottage. Grove, Oregon to ride the 
Oregon, Pacific and Eastern Railway. Later, a salmon barbeque dinner will be 
served in Portland's WaShington Park. Rides behind the Zoo Railway's half­
size steamer will :roUnd 'out the evenIng's 'activities.: ' 

Saturday will offer a choice ·oftwo activities: A tl'ip to Yakima, Washington, 
to ride the single-truck streetcars over the traclis .. 6f the Yakima Valley Trans­
portation Company .' OR Those not choosing to go· ·toYakima will travel via ': 
Amtrak to Tacoma; Wash:rngton' to· visit. the logging museUIil i at . Point Defiance., 
Park and ride behind the thl-ee;..tl'uckShay at the park. "Next, the:group will 
depart for Snoqualmie to travel behind the steamers of the Puget Sound Rail­
way Historica� Society. Both groups will meet in Seattle at day's end. 

" , - ." 

On Sunday' morning 
guerite, the·last 
British Columbia, 
Vancouver, BC. 

aIFdoriventioneers will' leave Seattle ori·thS:Princess Mar­
Puget' Sound steam�powered passenger boat·i'·for , Victoria-,­
Canada. Charter'busses will later take, the visitors on to 

Monday includes a ride behind the Royal Hudson. Itinerary includes a steam­
powered run over the fabled rails of the Pacific Great Eastern Railway (now 
known as the British Columbia Railway) from North Vancouver to Squamish and 
return. Return to Vancouver will be: ,in time to make cOllI)ections with the .. Canadian transcontinental trains or Amtrak's North Coast Hiawatha at Everett'; 
Washi�g'tSn."'.'The. convent,ion will officially end on Tuesday when il..llltrak re-

- • .  ' . . • . • � ...... - .- - ,  •• ;:, •• ' .  �I . - . - '",.- ' 
'"

. . . • ', . -J" .,_ . turns the.remaJ.,X\:j.ng c.9nV�;t;l,Oll�e;m to Seq,ttle �n time to make t���n connee"-
tions to the south and" east;. 

... 
.

. . . . . . � 

. . , . - ', - .  " .  , - . : ' . 

The convention' pacicag�' �Hi p�obablY' i�9iNde ' a,ll transporta�i,on, � inany meals, 
and the necessary hote,l rooms iI;! Port1.Finq.; S"attle, imd vancouver. Post­
convention trips to Al8.ska and'other regions of the Westare':being contem­
plated. Eastern NRHS members may want to· plan a trip to the' Pacific North­
west using Amtrak's USA Railpass. 

Rememb�±-/it is' Roanoke"iri '77ahd' Portland in· '78 . 
• •  : 1 ",," :.:._,: 

EEI 

\ 
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4449's RETURN TO PORTLAND 

The followiilg 'is"a tentative sched�e for the return of ex -SP 4449 from Birm:.. , 
ingham, Alabama to Portland, Oregori: 

. " ',J: J �.,. 
dey ',date from to 

Wed 13 APR 77 

Thur "14 'APR 77 

Birmingham Jackson, Mississippi 

Fri 

Sat 

Sun 

Mon 

':\': . 

Jackson 
. " 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

15 ,APR 77 Layover one daY" 
.... 

. 16 APR77' New Orleans 

17 APR 77 Houston 
.. t. 

Houston, Texas 
" . 

Sen Antoni'o, Texas 

Layover one day 
' ,

' . 

railroad 

Sou Rwy 

ICG 

i . 
SP 

SP 

�'. : 
,, -

. ::"  

"J'. I,' 

: . : . 

::: ,-: ; '  

. ,:f',: 

Tue SP .- :.: . . ', . ' . 19 APR 7:1, ,Ban Anto)1io". 

20 APR 77 Alpine 

,r: ::.' . : ' : . 
. " � . ,':!." 

Wed 

Thur 

Fri 

Sat 

El Paso;'"Texas ' 

21 APR 77 Layover one day 

22 APR 77 El Paso 

11. 23 APR: 7?i', ·�cson .. .. , ' " 

'Tucson,'Arizona 

Yuma, Arizona 

SP " ! ,-. 

SP 

SP 

Sun 24 APR 77 

'" '25 APR 77 

, ' ,
' .. ', 1<;>s Angeles, .Californi�*; ,::'sp ';,,: 

Mon 

Tue 

Wed 

Thur 

" , 
DisI,llSy at Union"Passenger'Terminal 

26 APR 77 Los Angeles 

2fl APR 77 S!¥l Lo)11s Obispo 

�.'. . .. , 
San'Louis Obispo, Calif 

Oakland, California ** 

28 APR 77 Layover one day " . ,j 

SP, 

SP 

. < . ' 

: ; . 
Fri 29 APR 77 Oakland Dunsmuir, ·California SP .', 1 'i" 

" 

Sat 30 APR; 77 Dun�niu:i'r . ' Eugene, Oregon*** 

Sun ' 
, : , ; .' 

Ol·�AAY ,77 Eugene :' .', Portland, Oregon, 

*Diesel helper between Indio .. and Colton 
'.">:' , 

**Diesel helper between San Louis Obispo and Santa Margarita 

***Diesel helper between Dunsmuir and Klamath Falls 

SP 

SP 

. • :. I} . 

; . ," . . ... 
. :  �: k �-'. 
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MORE ON RETURN OF 4449' ' 

Chapter members who wish to ride the Amtrak 4449 Special should telephone Am­
trak's toll,,�!ee number, 1-800-421:-8321, to make reser.yfl,tipns for all or any 
portion of'the trip frcinl BirIIiirtgham, Alabama to Port}.,ii;qd, Oregon. Anrtrak fares 
cover coach accommodations while the'iti<�in is enroute: ' Accommodatibns for over-
night lodging are add'i tionai." " 

, 

�.;i.!I.:\J·"rC -�;:,:)F 

The Pacific Northwest Chapter of NRHS is oft:!"r�ng a package excursi��
" 
trip for 

those wishing to ride the special train from'Eugene to Portland on Stlllday, the 
1st of May. : The $25 fare include,s bua:transportation from P,Qfjtland tq,Eugene 
and the return by train to �oI1t:ll!lnd. ',e<,J.ses are scheduled to;depart, RgrtJ,and 
(probably from Union Stat1dn) ibo,1,1t 5: 30 'JIM in order to arriir� in Eugene to 
make connections with the special train. ""'i:>�ent'!Dust,pe received b;jf,Wednesday, 

12 April to guarantee space. Additional information will be available at the 
March meeting. ,.:, : -C,:'" 

... 
' 

A two-day trip; Dunsmuir, California to Eugene, Oregon on ;Saturday, 30 April "" 
and Eugene to Portland on Sunday, 01 May is also possible f6:r;those interes-
ted. Inquiries regarding either the one-day or the two-day trip should be 
directed to Chuck Storz ( 'phone 289-4529 evenings between 6 PM and 7 PM). 

'" 

. '.. 

AMTRAK TO TEST LRC 

"The Dest technology available anywhere in' the worl<;L., . . The LRC will give 
us valuable information.", said Amtr8k President Paul'Reistrup upon introduc­
tion,·to the United States of the 'LRC. TIle 'train, whose ,W tials stand for 
"Light, Rapid, and Comfortable", will begin, testing on tl),e Burlington Nor­
thern trackage between Portl��dOrti�(m an-dVancouver, British Columbia some­
time in late 1978 or early 1979� for a one,�year period. This testing will 
determine its feasibility in Amtrak corr:Ulo� service. 

The LRC is a complete train with a conventionally powered, diesel electric 
locomotive built by Bombardier-MOntreal Locomotive Works Qf Canada. The 
train will consist of a locomotive, fci6T;;"c'o'B'ches, a combination coach-cafe, 
and a premium-class coach section. 

Two LRC train's will be leased, with the first to begin prototype service wi th-
in 90 days of Reistrup's February 9 annbtihcement. The testing will begin 
immediately as a joint effort by the FederalHaj,lroad' AdJpil)istration and Bur­
lington Northern to test the train's performance on. nigh-speed trackage, es- ' 
pecially around curves. ;':�'" 

(from �triii Nevis) 
Dave Stimac 

..... 

: . . ; •. ... :,; 
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PNW CHAPTER NRHS 

S�,ary of Minutes, ",Regular Meeting, 18 February 1977 

The meetini('was called to order at 8:10 PM by PNWChapj;er President Bill Bain 
in the Burlington Northern Safety Assembly RQom. 

The minutes of the 21 JanUary 1977 meeti�g were' approved as read . ' 

Roger Phillips,:r:eported that a tentative trip has been set up for the move­
ment on Saturday,. 5 March of the Chapter 's sleeper-lounge car "Mount Hood" to 
Vancouver; 'British Columbia. This will be , a "one-way" excursion trip to Van­
couver at a fare of $14 per person for roomet;j;e,;or." bedroom space or $10 per 
person coach. Those going must purchase retUrn transportation independently, 
There will be no heat in the car while unde:r;way;' As of today, there are a­
bout 10 spaces left for the trip. Roger asked anyone interested to contact 
him for reservations. 

Ed Berntsen reported to the meeting: 1. ;,The latest schedule for the return 
of 4449 from Alabama to Portland and the: schedule of the j3C tourism promo­
tional train. 2. The Chapter's car "Mt Hood" is tci"be leased to, the British 
Columbia Government for use on 'the promotional train'as a business and crew 
car. 3. Texas & Pacific #610 probably wiil be leased, by the , Southern Railway, 
for excursion service. 

. . :.�. 

Bill Bain reported that tickets for the 4449 return trip .(tq Portland) will 
be available from Amtrak's ' computer reservation l?ystem about 'I March. The 
cost will be about $30, it day.· NRHS, .chapters will be· ab], e to buy blocks of 
tickets. Groups will be given a discount of 15%. "PNW ,Chapter .will attempt 
to purchase !l block of space for the 'last day,' S\mday, ·1 May from Eugene to 
Portland. Interested members should be prepared to pay, :i,I) ,advance for their, 
tickets. ,,. 

: .'! 
Bill Bain 'reported to the membership' that the Chapter Board of Directors has 
egreed ,to staff a concession on the return trip of the 4449 after receiving 
approval from Amtrak. Four members will' be needed to staff the effort." ,Four', 
passes will be available for use py the personnel doing, the staffing� The , 
proceeds frem the concession will be used for',the preservation of locomotive 
4449. Those who volunteer should expect to pay their own expenses (meals 
and lodging) as the passes 'provide only tree passage on the train. At least 
one person must man the conc'ession at <111 times. ,A brochure listing items to 
be'sold is being prepared'With the assistance of the, City of Portland. Five , 
hundred :thousand copies of ilhe broch�e will be printed. The merchandise to,,.' 
be sold is, being, Hried: up'by Brad Mi;l.l:er of Mobile ' Fidelity. 'Bill 'asked 
members who are interested to ,sign up',to assist with, the concession ... , The 
sales will be mostly by mail. 

. .•.. 

The meeting Vias adj�urned at 8:45 PM for refreshments, arranged 'fbr 'by Cora, 
Jackson. 

Program: 1. Railroadiana auction. 2. Movies & slides over 10 years-old. _ 

Respectfully submitted, Chuck Storz, Sec'y 

" .  

. " 

'- '.! .. . !. 
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.AMTRAK NEIVS 

Amtrak was faced with a motive power shortage early last December when the Bur­
lington Northern ,refused to allow operation of Amtrak's SDP40F's on its lines 
after a number of ac'cidents involving the ldcomotives. It appears 'that the 
trailing truck of a two unit set of SDP40F' s has a tendency to derail on curves' 
above a certain speed or that there, is some interaction between the trailing 
unit and the baggage car usually coupled to it. At this' writing no solution 
to the problem has been announced. 

As a result of restrict;ions on the' Use' of the SDP40F' s Amtrak has resumed ' 
changing motive power on the,' Coast Starlight at' Portland. Between Seattle and 
Portland the q'i\�:r;;l�ght u:>ually has a BN SD40 , �h ihl1, point followed by a combi­
nation of Amtrak'''J!::or' F units. A BN heater'car show;ed,up at least once in the 
Starlight' s mq.�,i ve: 'power consJ.st. The following is a salllpling of the power 
that has appeared in Portland: ' " 

121'31/76 
1/2/77 

1/3/77 , 
1/7/77 
1/S/77 

1 :� •• 

BN6436/AM450/BN19 
BN6532/BN63lS/AM345 
BN6446/AM377/AM450 ' 
BN6319/AM377/AM450 
BN6322/AM345/AM376 

(SD�5/E9B/heater car) 
(sI14�/s,D40/E,SA) , 
('SP4'5/FP7 AImB ) 
( SP'40/FP7 A/E9B ) 
(SD4ci/ESA/FP7A) 

While there are speed restrictions the SDP40F's have been in use continuously 
over the SP south of Portland. 

A change in the routine consist was observed on 3/9/77 when Southern F unit 
IJ6147J appeared in Portland. Several other qotlthern F's were reported to have 
been turned ove'r tq,,lu'l\trak in Seattle but only the one' uni t has appeared so far 
on the Starlighj',s ,c:9nf),ist. 

OTHER .AMTRAK , NEV/$:" llllltrak reports substantial increases in passengers carried 
on its Seattle,/Vancouyej:, B.C. and Seattle/portlan.e! iirains since 't�,e introduc­
tion of the.Ami'leet equipment. For December, 1976 "Were was an increase of 
66% over Dec. 1975 in patronageqn,the Seattle/P6rt�and trains and, a, 29% in­
crease for 1976 over 1975. Inforir\a-:t",sUJ;'veys indicate ;that much of, ,the increase 
is from people who forma:j.ly used aut:6m6biie an.d;ri6( t:ti0m'other fo'rm� of trans­
portation ..... , • .  Due to.,the ,severevi��er shortli.ge'ffi')rtoiithern ,California Am­
trak will no longer wash trains at is Oakland terminall 'All windows will be "1 . . hand washed bu;f,complete washing of cars will be eliminated saving an esti-, 
mated 10, 000 gal of w�ter,daily ........ Ridership ein' the Los Angeles/San Diego 
corridor has increased due to the introduction of the state supported "Caltrak 
San Diegan", the introduction of new equipment and maintenance of a good on­
time record. Revenue passengers carried increased 76.9% when comparirig Feb. , 
of 1976 with Feb. 1977. ' ' , , " 

Chuck Storz 

, .. � -' -

" . ' . 
' -. ' . 

. :' ". 

�: 

" 


