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PNW CHAPTER TIMETABLE

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING (3rd Friday of each month)

The PNW Chapter's March meeting will. be held in the Burlingion

Northern Safety Assembly Room. This is located about two city
;blocks north of the intersection of N W Hoyt Street with 1lth
5Avenue.' If more detailed directions are needed, contact one
of the Chapter officers listed inside the front cover of this

issue.

A short business meeting will be followed by a refreshment

break with goodies arranged for by Cora Jackson & company.

.~ . Donations to help offset the material costs of this opera~
tion will be ' welcomed by the "kitty". :

"Traction in LEurope" is the topic of a slide show to be pre-

.. sented by PNW Chapter member Elmer Mencer.

ROYAL HUDSON COMES TO PORTLAND

. The British Columbia Government's Royal Hudson 4-6-4 Number.

2860 will be passing through Portland enroute to Los Angeles .
with a display train promoting tourism in their province. The
train will leave Seattle in the morning under its own power
via BN and spend Sunday night at Portland's Union Station. On
Monday, 21 March the train will continue southward via SP run-
ning behind diesel power.

The April meeting will also be held in the BN Safety Assembly
room. Program to be announced. Reserve the date now since
this will be an early "third Friday".
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PNW CHAPTER TO HOST 1978 NRHS CONVENTiON

The 1978 Convention of the National Railway Historical Society will be hosted

by the Pacific Northwest Chapter over the Labor Day Weekend. The early announce-
ment is being made so that NRHS members in the Eastern United States can plan
ahead. The '78 convention will be a "first" in that it will be a moving ex-
perience, traversing two states in the US and one province in Canada. Literally,
it will "begin in one city and conclude in another country'.

Thursday's. activities will include a trip on The Dalles Dam railroad plus a
tour of the hydro-electric facility. Transportation from Portland will be via

Amtrak up the Columbia Gorge.

On Friday, the conventioneers will travel to Cottage.Grove, Oregon to ride the
Oregon, Pacific and Eastern Railway. Later, a salmon barbegue dinner will be
served in Portland's Washington Park. Rides behind the Zoo Railway's half-~
size steamer will round out the evening's activities.

Saturday will offer a choice of two activities: A trip to Yakima, Washington :
to ride the 31ngle -truck streetears over the tracks.of the Yakima Valley Trans-
portation Company. OR Those not choosing to go to Yakima will travel via
Mntrak to Tacomaj Washington  to.visit the logging museum:at.Point Defiance..
Park and ride behind the three-truck Shay at the park. --Next, the group will
depart for Snoqualmie to travel behind the steamers of the Puget Sound Rail-
way Historical Society. Both groups will meet in Seattle at day's end.

On Sunday morning all cdonventioneers will leave Seattle on'the. Princess Mar-
guerite, the last Puget Sound steam-powered passenger boaty -for Victoria,
British Columbia, Canada. Charter busses will later taXe: the vigitors on to
Vancouver, BC.

Monday includes a ride behind the Royal Hudson. Itinerary includes a steam-
powered run over the fabled rails of the Pacific Great Eastern Railway (now
known as the British Columbia Railway) from North Vancouver to Squamish and
return. Return to Vancouver will be.in time to make conmnections with the

Canadian transcontinental trains or Amtrak's North Coast Hiawatha at Everett;
Washlngtpn .;The convention will officially end on Tuesday when Amtrak Re-

turns the remalﬂlng ﬂﬂFUEﬂLlﬁn&EP“ to Seattle 1n time to make traln connec=
tions to the soyth and! east..

The conventlon package w1ll probably 1ndlude all transportation,” many meakts,
and the necessary hotel rooms in Portland Seattle, and Vancouver Post-
convention trips to Alaska and othet regions of the West are belng contem-
plated. Eastern NRHS members may want to plan a trip to the Pacific North-
west using Amtrak's USA Railpass.

Remembéffiit is:ROanORafin '77 arid’ Portland in: '78. i

EEI
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4449's RETURN TO PORTLAND

Number - 20

The following is a tentative schedule for the return of ex-SP 4449 from Birm- :

ingham, Alabama to Portland, Oregon:

day
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

Sun

Tue

Wed

Fri
Sat

Sun

Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri

Sat

Sun -

date

13 APR 77

" 14 -APR 77

15.APR 77

16 APR 77

17 APR 77

18 AFR 77,

19 APR 77
20 APR 77
21 APR 77

22 APR 77

" 23 APR 7%

24 APR 77

" 25 APR 77

26 APR 77
27 APR 77
28 APR 77
29 APR 77
30 APRi77

01 MAY 77

.‘San Antonio

5
at uet

.from to

Birmingham Jackson, Mississippi

Jackson New Orleans, Louisiana
Lé&over one day’

New Orleans ! Houston, Texas

Houston San Antonio, féxas

Layover one day

Alpinn, Texas

Alpine -El Paso, Texas

Layover one day

E1 Paso Tucson, Arizona
‘Tucson Yuma, Arizona
Yuma " Los Anggles,_califdrniaij i

:Diéplay at Union Passenger Terminal
Los Angeles San Louis Ogispo, Calif
San Louis Obispo Oakland, California ¥#¥

Layover one day

Oakland Dunsmuir, California
.-Dunsmuir Eugene, Oregon¥¥*¥
Eugéhé “* *Portland, Oregon .

¥Diesel helper between Indio- and Colton

¥%Diesel helper ﬂéfween San Louis Obispo and Santa Margarita

¥¥%Diesel helper between Dunsmuir and Klamath Falls

railroad

Sou Rwy
ICG

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP
SP

SP.
SP

SP
SP
SP

|
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MORE ON RETURN OF 4449

Chapter members who wish to ride the Amtrak 4449 Special should telephone Am-
trak's toll-free number, 1-800-421-8321, to make reservatipns for all or any
portion of" the trip from Birminghsam, Alabama to Portland Oregon. Amitrask fares
cover coach accommodations while the'#¥gin is enroute. Accommodations for over-
night lodging are additional.- e

vl oyt DL Ll
The Pacific Northwest Chapter of NRHS is offering a package excur51°n trip for
those wishing to ride the special train from” Etgene to Portland on Sunday, the
1st of May. ' The $25 fare includes bus transportatlon from ngtlend to. Eugene
and the return by train to Portddnd. . Buses are scheduled to depart Portland
(probably from Union Statién) dbout 5 30 AM in order to arrlye in Eugene to
make connections with the spe01al train. Payment must be received by Wednesday,
12 April to guarantee space. Additional information will be available at the
March meeting. L T ;

A two-day trip; Dunsmuir, California to Eugene, Oregon on :Saturday, 30 April
and Eugene to Portland on Sunday, Ol May is also possible for, those interes-
ted. Inquiries regarding either the one-day or the two-day trip should be
directed to Chuck Storz ( '‘phone 289-4529 evenings between 6 PM and 7 PM).

AMTRAK TO TEST LRC

"The best technology available anywhere in' the world ... . . The LRC will give
us valuable information.", said Amtrak President Paul’ Réistrup upon introduc-
tion-to the United States of the LRC. The ‘train, whose.initials stand for
"Light, Rapid, and Comfortable", will begin testing on the Burlington Nor-
thern trackage between Portland;iOrégon andVancouver, British Columbia some-
time in late 1978 or early 1979, for & one-year period. This testing will
determine its feasibility in Amtrak corridor service.

The LRC is a complete train with a conventionally powered: diesel electric
locomotive built by Bombardier-Montreal Locomotive Works of Canada. The
train will consist of a locomotive, foui*coaches, a combination coach-cafe,
and a premium-class coach section.

Two LRC trains will be leased, with the first to begin prototype service with-
in 90 days of Reistrup's February 9 annbuncement. The testing will begin
immediately as a joint effort by the Federal Railroad Administration and Bur-
lington Northern to test the train's performance on hlgh-speed trackage, es-
pecially around curves. £ s

(from Aﬁ%fék.Neﬁs)
Dave Stimac
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PNW CHAPTER NRHS
Sﬁmmary of Minutes, ;Regular Meeting, 18 February 1977

The meeting“was called to order at 8:10 PM by PNW Chapger President Bill Bain
in the Burlington Northern Safety Assembly Room.

The minutes of the 21 January 1977 meeting were approved as read.

Roger Phillips.reported that a tentative trip has been set up for the move-
ment on Saturday, 5 March of the Chapter's sleeper-lounge car "Mount Hood" to
Vancouver, British Columbia. This will be a "one-way" excursion trip to Van-
couver at a fare of 314 per person for roomette;o:'bedroom space or $10 per
person coach. Those going must purchase return transportation independently.
There will be no heat in the car while underway. As of todey, there are a-
bout 10 spaces left for the trip. Roger asked anyone interested to contact
him for reservations.

Ed Berntsen reported to the meeting: 1. The latest schedule for the return
of 4449 from Alabama to Portland and the schedule of the BC tourism promo-
tional train. 2. The Chapter's car "Mt Hood" is to be leased to the British
Columbia Government for use on the promotional train as a business and crew
car. 3. Texas & Pacific #610 probably will be ledsed by the Southern Rallway

for excursion service.

Bill Bain reported that tickets for the 4449 return trip (to Portland) will
be available from Amtrak's computer reservation system about 1 March. The
cost will be about $30 a day.: NRHS, Chapters will be  able to buy blocks of
tickets. Groups will be given a discount of 15%. ' PNW Chapter will attempt
to purchase 2 block of space for the last day, Sunday, 1 May from Eugene to
Portland. Interested members should be prepared to pay in-.advance for their .
tickets. .
Bill Bain reported to the membership'thap the Chapter Board of Directors has
agreed to staff a concession on the return trip of the 4449 after receiving
approval from Amtrak. Four members will be neéded to staff the effort. Four.
passes will be available for use by the personnel doing the staffing. The.
proceeds frcm the concessioni will be used for-the preservation of locomotive
4449. Those who volunteer should expect to pay their own expenses (meals

and lodging) as the passes provide only free passage on the train. At least
one person must man the conc¢éssion at all times. A brochure listing items to
be s0ld is being prepared with the assistance of the City of Portland. Five.
hundred :thousand copies of the brochuré will be printed. The merchandise to.
be sold is being lined up by Brad Miller of Mobile - Fidelity. Bill asked
members who are interested to sign up to assist with the concessibn.. The
sales will be mostly by mail.

The meeting was adjOurned at 8:45 PM for refreshments, arranged for by Cofa=
Jackson.

Program: 1. Railroadiana auction. 2. Movies & slides over 10 years_old. -

Respectfully submitted, Chuck Storz, Sec'y
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AMTRAK NEWS

Amtrak was faced with a motive power shortage early last December when the Bur-
lington Northern refused to allow operation of Amtrak's SDP40F's on its lines
after a number of aceidents involving the locomotives. It appears that the 3
trailing truck of a two unit set of SDP4OF's has a tendency to derail on curves
above a certain speed or that there 1s some interaction between the trailing
unit and the baggage car usually coupled to it. At this writing no solution

to the problem has been announced.

As a result of restrictions on the use of the SDP40F's Amtrak has resumed
changing motlve ‘power on the Coast Starlight at Portland. Between Seattle and
Portland the Starllght usually has a BN S%Eﬁ nu the point followed by a combi-
nation of Amtrak E or F units. A BN heater car showed up at least once in the
Starlight's mo‘lve power consist. The following is a sampllng of the power
that has appeared in Portland:

12/31/76 BN6436/AM450/BN19 (SD45/E9B/heater car)
1/2/77 BN6532/BN6318/AM345 (SD45,/SD40/E8A)
1/3/77 BN6446/AM377 /AM450 (SD45/FP7A/E9B)
1/7/77 BN6319/AM377/AM450 (SD40/FP7A/E9B )
1/8/7?,“ BN6322/AM345/MM376 (SD40/E8A/FP7A)

¥hile there are speed restrictions the SDP40OF's have been in use continuously
over the SP south of Portland.

A change in the routine consist was observed on 3/9/77 when Southern F unit
#6147J appeared in Portland. Several other Southern F's weTe reported to have
been turned over to_fimtrak in Seattle but only the one unit has appeared so far
on the Starllght's con31st

OTHER AMTRAK NEWS: _.Amtrak reports substantial increases in passengers carried
on its Seattle/VancouveL, B.C. and Seattle/Portland trains since the introduc-
tion of the Amf'leet equipment. For December, 1976 there was an increase of
66% over Dec. 1975 in patronage on the Seattle/Portland trains and a 29% in-
crease for 1976 over 1975. Informal surveys indicate ‘that much of the increase
is from people who formally used automdbile and’ not from ‘other forms of trans-
portation........ Due to.the .severe water shortage’ 1n‘ﬁorthern California Am-
trak will no longer wash trains at is Oakland terminal. 'All windows will be
hand washed but complete washing of cars will be eliminated saving an esti--
mated 10,000 gal of water datly. ... .a. Ridership on the Los Angeles/San Diego
corridor has increased due to the introduction of the state supported "Caltrak
San Diegan", the introduction of new equipment and maintenance of a good on-
time record. Revenue passengers carried increased 76.9% when comparlng Feb.
of 1976 with Feb. 1977. ‘

Chuek Storz




